Twin Rig Trawl Trial

TARGET SPECIES >
Nephrops
FISHING METHOD >
Twin Rig
AREA >
North Sea ICES IV a/b
VESSEL >
MV Serenity
AIM OF TRIAL >
To minimise the capture of immature ﬁsh and Nephrops by building a trawl
with larger mesh throughout and to reduce fuel consumption by dramatically
reducing the drag of the gear.
In partnership with:

Supported by:

TRIAL OBJECTIVE >
Release of immature ﬁsh from the catch.

GEAR MODIFICATION >
One new trawl constructed to the same
design as existing trawls used by MFV
Serenity with the addition of increased
mesh size from 80mm to 120mm as well as a
second trial codend of 110mm.
New gear to be towed in a twin rig set up
alongside the standard 80mm trawl. The
retained catch and discards from each
conﬁguration monitored and compared.
A big difference in drag of the two trawls was
expected and so was a potential difference
in catching ability of one trawl compared to
the other.

Serenity Selective Trawl.
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The ground gear was a total length of 160ft
with 30ft of a centre section of 10 inch
discs. The size of the discs in the wings was
measured at 8 inches.

RESULTS >
The length frequency analysis of Cod, Haddock, Whiting and Saithe have shown that there was not
a signiﬁcant results between the control and trial nets.
The data does show, however, a decrease of 60% in the catch of Dabs between the control net and
the trial net of 110mm and a decrease of 58% in Dabs between the control net and 120mm trial net.
In the case of both prawn tails and whole prawns there was a decrease of 47% and 40% respectively
between the control net and the trial net of 120mm. There was also a decrease of 30% (prawn tails)
and 25% (whole prawns) between the control net and trial net of 110mm.

