
GITAG
Gear Innovation Technology 

and Advisory Group

Supporting Industry to find 
sustainable gear solutions

PROJECTS
Phase 1 and 2
Four projects were successfully completed 
in the first phase, the results from some of 
which offer scope for further development into 
practical gear solutions for discard reduction.
Phase 2 will involve the industry and gear 
technologists coming together to develop 
and assess further trials with the purpose of 
assisting skippers maximise the potential of 
their ideas and meeting responsibilities under 
the discard ban.

PARTNERS & FUNDING
As well as SFF, key partners in the GITAG 
initiative include: Industry, Seafish, 
Marine Scotland Science, Marine Scotland 
Policy and the Scottish Association of Fish 
Producers’ Organisations. The Project is 
funded by EMFF (European Maritime & 
Fisheries Fund).



KEY AIMS
The Gear Innovation Technology and Advisory 
Group seeks to build on the body of work 
around gear selectivity and catch and discards 
reducing devices.
The Group was formed in the middle of 2015 
after the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation had 
secured funding from the European Maritime & 
Fisheries Fund and Marine Scotland to develop 
and trial innovative fishing gear to reduce the 
amount of discards.
One of the difficult aspects of managing a 
commercial fishery, which targets a wild 
population, is that you don’t know exactly 
what fish will be caught. In mixed fisheries 
of this sort, discarding can be an issue. The 
stock would be larger and the fishery more 
productive if these fish grew to a larger size 
and also had an opportunity to spawn to 
safeguard future generations.
There has been a substantial 
amount of work undertaken to 

develop and test innovative and more selective 
fishing gears. Marine Scotland Science, Seafish 
and other bodies have all assisted to develop 
selective devices and test the effectiveness of 
each one.
It should be noted that many of the trials 
which have been undertaken have focused on 
the Cod Recovery Programme and therefore 
were very much focused on the avoidance of 
cod, although here is some limited data on 
other species.
The Gear Innovation Technology Advisory 
Group aims to address these research and 
development gaps by working with key 
partners including industry, Marine Scotland 
Policy, Marine Scotland Science, Producer 
Organisations and Seafish to promote and 
encourage innovation from the fishing 
industry.

Q&A
How do I contact GITAG?
The Project Officer is Jennifer Mouat who 
can be contacted on 07825 818 271 or 
theaegirconsultancy@btinternet.com
What information do I need to apply?
• Specific aims and objectives.
• Details of modifications.
• Gear design/net plan.
• Material and net making costings.
• How gear will be tested.
• Details of development trials.
• Details of scientific trials.
• Proposed area for trial.
How is the project assessed?
The project will be assessed by an Advisory 
Board of industry representatives and the 
Project Management Group. Feedback to the 
applicant will be given at each stage.


