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SFF call for interim support
Significant segments of the whitefish 
and prawn fleets covering all parts of 
Scotland are struggling for survival 
at the moment and the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Federation is pressing the 
Scottish Government hard to put in 
place interim support measures that in 
turn will lead to the development of a 
long-term strategy to ensure the future 
of Scottish fishing.

Our fleet is embroiled in a stranglehold of 
impossibly low allocations on the number 
of days it can put to sea, along with a whole 
host of other restrictions that are threatening 
the very economic viability of our sector. The 
situation is further compounded by spiralling 
operational costs and a depressed global 
market for seafood.

We have already had a meeting with the 
Fisheries Secretary to highlight these very 

real concerns and we believe there are 
already mechanisms in place that the Scottish 
Government could activate that would lead 
to short-term transitional support to enable 
the fleet to get through this difficult time. The 
restrictions are all the more galling given the 
compelling scientific evidence that fish stocks 
are undergoing strong recovery. This is all 
very well, but the Scottish Government must 
realise that there is the very real danger that 
there might not be any significant industry left 
to reap the benefits of such recovery unless 
it acts quickly to support the catching sector.

Meanwhile, the Common Fisheries Policy 
reform is progressing through the complicated 
process of co-decision making involving the 
Council of Ministers and the European 
Parliament. The most recent Council of 
Ministers’ meeting agreed a mandate for 
those final negotiations to include a ‘workable’ 

framework for a discards ban and, at the 
heart of the new CFP, a greater degree of 
regional control of fisheries. The devil will, of 
course, be in the detail but with the political 
decision to ban discards already taken,  we 
seem to have achieved a mostly common 
sense position on its introduction, with the 
first phase postponed until 2015 and a certain 
amount of flexibility built into the rest of the 
programme. However, much work is now 
required to translate this political decision 
into a practical plan that will aid rather than 
crucify the fleet.

Regionalisation will be based around the 
already recognised sea area demarcations 
such as North Sea and West of Scotland, 
but it is now necessary to shape this into a 
form that will include proper and meaningful 
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stakeholder input. With regards to the 
adoption of the principle of Maximum 
Sustainable Yield (MSY), it is likely that 
catches will still be restrained in the short-
term, leading to an abundance mis-match 
with the available quota, putting further 
unnecessary pressure on the fleet. There 
is also the requirement to formulate how 
MSY will work in practice alongside a ‘land-
all’ obligation.

It is not clear how the Cod Plan will 
develop given the legal challenge to the 
Council of Ministers, but what is clear is 
that the old plan is dysfunctional and needs 
to be dealt with at this year’s negotiating 
rounds. The Coastal States negotiations 
are likely to prove particularly difficult this 
year given the unwillingness of Iceland and 
the Faroes to negotiate a fair agreement 
on mackerel and Atlanto-Scandian herring. 

The industry is working hard in providing 
input into fish stock science through the 
Fisheries Science Alliance and discussions 
are ongoing on how this can be built upon 
even further through practical action.

These are incredibly difficult times for 
the Scottish fleet with there being much 
change on the horizon. Working together 
with the guidance and support of our 
constituent associations, the SFF will 
leave no stone unturned in ensuring that 
Scottish fishing has a viable and profitable 
future, which brings stability and the 
confidence to reinvest, as well as providing 
an attractive career for new entrants.

Continued fromn page 1

In addition to the record numbers of 
Guard Vessels keeping the Operations 
Team busy, the start of 2013 has seen 
various training courses conducted by 
the Company.  Fisheries Awareness 
Seminars have been delivered by 
Industry Advisor, John Watt, to several 
client companies, providing an effective 
overview of Scottish fishing activity 
and demonstrating the difficulties 
unprotected subsea structures can pose 
to trawlers.  

Several members of the Offshore Personnel 
team have also attended recent training 
courses on Passive Acoustic Monitoring 

SFF Services training update
(PAM), aimed at further developing their 
diversity to clients.  The group of Fisheries 
Liaison Officers (FLOs) and Marine Mammal 
Observers (MMOs) were given excellent 
instruction in acoustic monitoring equipment 
and computer software by the Company’s long 
running PAM provider. 

With a busy seismic season predicted for 
summer 2013, SFF Services Marine Operations 
Co-ordinator Sheryl Gove would welcome 
enquiries from anyone with an interest in 
Offshore Personnel work to submit their 
CV to s.gove@sff.co.uk.  Skippers tickets 
preferred. 

The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation 
had a very successful presence at the 
recent Aberdeen Fishing Expo where 
we promoted our two newly launched 
fishing industry safety initiatives.

The SFF sponsored this year’s expo and 
used the event to highlight its commitment to 
improving safety at sea. Among the initiatives 
promoted was the Onboard Support Scheme 
- an initiative developed for SFF members 
to produce a safety management system 
for fishing vessels by providing assistance in 
formulating an onboard risk assessment.   

The management system allows skippers 
to record many different aspects of running 
their vessel including the expiry dates of 
life saving appliances, survey dates, creating 
lifting equipment records and recording crew 
certificate details. 

Also promoted at the show was the new 
initiative led by the SFF where every fisherman 
in Scotland with the correct mandatory 
certification will have the opportunity to 

SFF promotes safety at Aberdeen Expo
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apply for the latest Personnel Flotation 
Device (PFD) - and get it for free. The SFF is 
donating in excess of £130,000 via the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Trust to support the project, aided 
by £10,000 from the UK Fisheries Offshore 
Oil & Gas Trust Fund, along with significant 
European Fisheries Fund support.

Meanwhile, chief executive Bertie Armstrong 
escorted Fisheries Secretary Richard 
Lochhead around various exhibitor stands at 
the show and a 

robust question and answer session between 
the minister and fishermen took place 
afterwards on the SFF stand, where real anger 
and disquiet was shown over the impossible 
operating conditions currently being endured 
by the fleet.

• For more information on the Onboard 
Support Scheme and the Personal Flotation 
Device initiative, please contact the SFF office.

From left to right, Fisheries Secretary Richard Lochhead, skipper David Smith, and Derek Cardno of the SFF
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In December 2012, Marine Scotland 
submitted a Report to the Scottish 
Parl iament on progress on the 
Development of a Marine Protected 
Area (MPA) Network for Scotland. 
The evolving MPA Network includes 
46 Special Areas of Conservation, 45 
seabird colony Special Protected Areas, 
61 sites of Special Scientific Interest, 
6 Fisheries Management Areas and 
proposals for 33 Nature Conservation 
Marine Protected Areas (Figure 1) which 
will be subject to a public consultation in 
July 2013 for a period of 16 weeks.

Quite clearly, the issue of MPAs has been an 

Update on Marine Protect Areas
the MPA proposals for the “offshore areas”.  
During these workshops, Marine Scotland, 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and Joint 
Nature Conservation Council (JNCC) tabled 
a series of papers which provided detailed 
information on;

• Outline of area proposed
• Indication of data used in assessment
• Summary of data confidence assessment
• Map of location of the features to be  

 protected
In addition to the data confidence papers, 

Marine Scotland provided an example of a 
Management Options paper for one of the 
areas relevant to each meeting location.  Not 

management measures are likely to impact on 
their activities and it is important that industry 
views and input comes through in the public 
consultation stage.

Within the proposed MPAs are some areas 
which are regarded as having equal ecological 
value as determined by the science-led 
approach taken by Marine Scotland.  Areas 
identified as having equal scientific merit are 
displayed in Figure 2.  In these cases, Marine 
Scotland have indicated that not all areas 
will be progressed to designation and the 
selection of the final options will be decided 
after the Public Consultation.  In making 
this decision, there is provision for Scottish 
Ministers to have regard to any social or 
economic consequences of designation.  From 
an industry persepective it is clear that during 
the Public Consultation the opportunity is 
taken to highlight the socio-economic impacts 
on each specific proposal. 

The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation have 
arranged two meetings with Marine Scotland 
(and SNH and JNCC) specifically to discuss 
the Fladen options and the options for the 

by Kenny Coull, Fisheries Policy Officer

Figure 1 Figure 2

Hebridean Slopes and through discussion 
with associations will ensure appropriate 
representation from industry.  As we approach 
the Public Consultation, SFF will work closely 
with the constituent member association to 
identify the areas where potential management 
measures are likely to impact on fishermen 
and will endeavour to incorporate fishermen’s 
knowledge and information into a collated 
response.

In addition to Association and Federation 
response to the public consultation it is 
vitally important that individual fishermen 
also respond to any proposals which impact 
on them.  More detailed information on the 
proposed MPA Network and Management 
Measures can be obtained through the 
following links;

http : / /www.scot land.gov.uk/Topics /
marine/marine-environment/mpanetwork/
MPAParliamentReport

http : / /www.scot land.gov.uk/Topics /
marine/marine-environment/mpanetwork/
engagement/ManagementHandbook

emotive subject which is causing considerable 
concern among fishing communities who see 
potential for further loss of access to historic 
fishing grounds.  Through discussions with 
member associations it is clear that while SFF 
and Associations have been closely involved in 
the evolution of the MPA proposals, the finer 
detail and consequences of the proposals has 
not filtered through to the vast majority of 
fishermen. 

The public consultation will be the culmination 
of a protracted stakeholder involvement which 
has seen Scottish Fishermen’s Federation and 
constituent member associations participating 
in a series of workshops in advance of the 
report being submitted to Parliament and 
more recently, a series of regional workshops 
in; Lerwick, Kirkwall, Stornoway, Campbeltown, 
Oban, Ullapool, Troon and Mallaig.

These workshops were focusing specifically 
on the MPA proposals for areas within Scottish 
territorial waters and will be followed by 
a series of workshops where the fishing 
industry will have an opportunity to discuss 

surprisingly, the Management Options paper 
became the focus of general discussion at 
each meeting (to date) as this was seen as the 
main piece of work that would determine how 
fishermen may be impacted by any potential 
management measures.  However, I believe it 
is fair to say that SNH and JNCC have tried 
to ensure that in providing management 
options advice, they have been careful to tie 
advice to specific features and it is clear that 
any management restrictions, if needed, would 
apply in the area where the specific features 
are present within the proposed area and not 
imposed on grounds where the features are 
not present.  This principle served to inform 
participants at the Lerwick and Kirkwall 
meetings that their initial fears of closures 
or no take zones were unfounded and that 
measures already in place were, more than 
likely, sufficient to achieve the conservation 
objectives that were envisaged.  While not 
being complacent, these examples allow 
industry and their representatives to focus 
their attentions on areas or locations where 
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The susta inab i l i t y  credent ia l s 
of Scottish-caught fish has been 
further buoyed by recent data from 
the International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea (ICES), which 
reveals a significant fall in fishing 
pressure on stocks in the north-east 
Atlantic.

The data from the respected scientific 
body ICES underlines the very clear trend in 
falling fishing pressure over the last decade. 
In particular, the data shows that the decline 
in fishing mortality is not just confined to 
one species group, but is spread across all 
the main fisheries – demersal, benthic, and 
pelagic. 

The fall in fishing mortality is very significant, 
which in turn is resulting in increased stock 
abundance for most species. We hope this 
is something that environmental NGOs will 
now publicly recognise.

The SFF believes that the fall in fishing 
pressure is the result of a variety of factors 
including measures to protect cod, the 
introduction of long-term management 
plans for fisheries, and fishermen (such as in 
Scotland) adopting innovative conservation 
measures such as technical alterations to 
nets and real-time area closures to protect 
spawning and juvenile fish.

What is particularly signif icant and 
noteworthy about this new data is the 

Significant fall in fishing pressure 
and increase in stocks confirmed 
in scientific assessment

sheer scope of the downward trend 
in fishing pressure, which is occurring 
across all species groups and over a broad 
geographical area.

Meanwhi le , a  recent  repor t  f rom 
the NAFC Marine Centre in Shetland, 
which collated and summarised previous 
information published by ICES, reveals that 
the abundance of most whitefish stocks of 
interest to Scottish fishermen has increased 
in recent years, in some cases by substantial 
amounts. 

The report reveals that the Spawning Stock 
Biomass (SSB) of North Sea haddock in 
2012 is 4.5 times larger than 1991; the plaice 
stock in the North Sea was larger in 2012 
than at any time since 1960; the combined 
SSB of North Sea cod, haddock, whiting and 
plaice in 2012 was 40% larger than in the 
1990s; and the average fishing mortality rate 
on the West of Scotland was less than half 
that in 2000.

T h e  S c o t t i s h  F i s h e r m e n ’s 
Federation attended a ‘useful’ 
meeting in Brussels recently of the 
European Bureau for Conservation 
and Development that included 
a showing of the Seafish film The 
Business of Fishing.

Among those attending the event, 
chaired by Struan Stevenson MEP, was 
SFF President Alan Coghill, and fishing 
skippers Jimmy Buchan (Amity), Iain 
Harcus (Aalskere) and Sandy McLennan 
(Boy John). Also present were a number 
of MEPs, environmental NGOs, and 
a cross-sector of f ishing industry 
interests.

European committee hears of 
challenges facing Scottish fishing

Comment ing on the event , Alan 
Coghill, said: “The film The Business of 
Fishing gave a good overview to all those 
present of the true nature of fishing and 
the challenges our fishermen face on 
a daily basis, including ever increasing 
bureaucracy and regulation.

“There was also a useful discussion 
at the meeting on the forthcoming ban 
on discards and its considerable and 
obvious potential to cause huge practical 
difficulties and major socio-economic 
impacts on our fishing communities 
should the scheme be implemented in an 
ill-thought-out and inflexible manner.”

Provisional statistics by Scotland’s 
Chief Statistician reveals the overall 
quayside value of fish landed by the 
Scottish fleet in 2012 decreased by 
seven per cent.

 Bertie Armstrong, chief executive of 
the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation, said: 
“These latest fisheries statistics highlight 
the extremely difficult marketing 
conditions and low quayside prices 
being endured by the Scottish fleet. It 
should not be forgotten that this fall 
in the overall value comes at the time 
when the Scottish fleet is facing spiralling 
operational costs, including high fuel 
prices. Our fishing boats also have to 
adhere to incredibly tight restrictions 
on the number of fishing days allowed, 
which means that a good proportion 
of the fleet is teetering on the brink of 
economic viability.”

The statistics also reveal that that the 
number of active vessels in Scotland 
fell by two per cent and the number of 
fishermen employed decreased by five 
per cent.

Mr Armstrong said: “While it is 
important that we have a fleet size 
that is in line with the available catching 
opportunity, the dwindling employment 
levels in fishing is a worrying trend 
and another indicator of the extreme 
economic pressures being faced 
by the industry. Our fishing sector 
supports crucial jobs for many coastal 
communities and provides an incredibly 
important renewable food resource, and 
all efforts must be maintained to ensure 
there is a viable future for the industry.”

Decline in value 
of fish landings 
highlights severe 
pressures faced 
by fleet
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Following on from a record year 
in 2012, SFF Services vessel and 
personnel operations are continuing 
in the same vein in 2013.

At the beginning of May 2013, 121 different 
member vessels had been engaged in 
offshore related work via the Company since 
the beginning of the year over a variety of 
client projects.  A staggering 478 different 
fishing vessels have now undertaken offshore 
work through SFF Services since 2001 and 
the introduction of the Cod Recovery Plan.

Steven Alexander, Director of Marine 
Operations, commented: “The Company is 
very much unique with regard to its vessel 
provision.  There is no doubt that from both 
an operational and overall management point 
of view, it would be much easier to operate 
with a smaller, full-time Support Vessel 
fleet, totally kitted out for such provision.  
However, the SFF’s ethos has always been and 
is more pertinent than ever in the current 
climate, to try to spread these offshore work 
opportunities amongst the fleet; subject of 
course to our member vessels meeting the 
required standards and specific stipulations 
laid out by our clients.”

Steven added: “By spreading work 
opportunities amongst the fleet, it is our 
belief that there are multiple associated 
benefits to this policy.  We feel that over 
the years it has made a major contribution 
to minimising conflict, by establishing and 
nurturing an excellent long term working 
relationship between the Scots Fishing 
Industry and the Offshore Oil and Gas 

Busy start to 2013 for SFF Services

Sector.  The additional vessel assurance 
processes developed for such work have all 
been seen as positive for fishermen’s safety 
and the vessel project briefing sessions 
provide SFF Services representatives with 
the ideal opportunity to provide vessel crews 
with an overview as to the scale and variety 
of the oil and gas infrastructure contained 
within the UK Continental Shelf.  However,  
you can never rest on your laurels and the 
Company remains committed to being 
proactive with regard to QHSE matters.”

The Company’s offshore personnel work 
stream has also seen a brisk start to the year 
in relation to the provision of both fisheries 
liaison and environmental operatives.  More 

SFF Services has been short-listed 
in the Green Business of the Year 
category at the 2013 Scottish 
Business Awards.  The company’s 
well-respected marine mammal 
observation and passive acoustic 
monitoring environmental work 
earned it an invitation to apply for 
this category.  The application also 
promoted the sustainability work of 
the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation 
and its constituent associations as 
well as projects supported by the 
Scottish Fishermen’s Trust. 

Chief executive, Bertie Armstrong said: 
“We are delighted that our application has 
taken us through to this stage of Scotland’s 
premier business awards.  The benefits 
provided by SFF Services to the marine 
environment are widespread.  

“The company has increased its offering 

SFF Services short-listed for prestigious business award

than a decade ago, the Company took the 
decision to diversify into other disciplines 
alongside its core fisheries liaison work.  
Such environmental work, including the 
provision of Marine Mammal Observers 
(MMO) and Passive Acoustic Monitoring 
(PAM) operatives, in relation to pertinent 
offshore activities being undertaken in 
sensitive environmental localities, has 
grown to such an extent that in 2012, it 
represented approximately 50% of the total 
days at sea for offshore personnel.  Steven 
and his colleagues have just returned from 
an overseas marketing trip aimed at further 
promoting the Company’s environmental 
work credentials.

of environmental monitoring work over 
the years to meet the requirements of our 
seismic clients and this short-listing 
recognises the work undertaken 
by both our operations team 
and our experienced pool 
of offshore personnel in 
ensuring that cetaceans 
are not disturbed by 
d eve l o p m e n t  wo r k 
while also helping to 
build a picture of their 
occurrence around our 
shores.  

“Over the years, SFF 
Services has donated more 
than £800,000 to the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Trust.  This has 
funded many projects, including; trials 
for selective fishing gears, scientific studies 
undertaken to enhance stock assessment 

and support for the assessment of a 
number of key fisheries for certification 

under the Marine Stewardship 
Council standard.

“In co-operation with 
Marine Scotland and the 

European Fisheries 
Fund, SFF Services 
has been managing a 
successful Fisheries 
Observer Scheme 
s ince 2008.  This 
involves experienced 
fisheries observers 
gathering scientific 

data from fishing trips 
which is then internally 

verified and processed by 
a trained data analyst before 

being made available to inform fisheries 
management.”

facebook.com/sff.uk twitter.com/sff_uk
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The recent publication of a Marine 
Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB) 
Report into the fire onboard a fishing 
vessel underlines the importance of 
effective crew training. 

While at sea the vessel suffered a major 
fire which resulted in the total loss of the 
vessel. The MAIB report highlights that the 
cause of fire was due to a build up of unburnt 
fuel within the exhaust system of the main 
engine. The report is quite critical of the lack 
of engineering knowledge onboard the craft, 
but the vessel had no requirement to have a 
certified engineer onboard.  In fact, the vessel’s 
crew were all certificated in relation to the 
legal requirements.  

The vessel owners, in discussion with myself, 
have taken on board the MAIB’s comments, 
and are now enrolled on the Seafish funded 
MCA 30 hour diesel engine course at Banff & 
Buchan College in Fraserburgh.  This training 
course, which has real merit in giving fishermen 
greater engineering knowledge and practical 
skills, is also offered by The City of Glasgow 
College. (Anyone interested in this course 
should contact me:  d.cardno@sff.co.uk)

Although the skipper was young, he had 
recently studied and achieved his Class 2 deck 
officer certificate and it is obvious from the 
report that his training had been invaluable. 

The report states: “When the smoke in the 
wheelhouse intensified the skipper had no 
hesitation in ordering his crew onto deck 
to make preparation for abandonment”. The 
report goes on to say: “This decision taken at 
an early stage of the escalating situation was 
paramount to the successful abandonment”.  

The MCA oral examination for a Class 1 
& 2 officer places candidates in emergency 

situations to test their reactions under 
pressure and this obviously bears fruit when 
reading this report in the reactions of the 
skipper. The skipper had the presence of 
mind in a high pressure situation to grab the 
emergency radio and the EPIRB which greatly 
increased his crew’s changes of survival. 

The report also highlights a critical point in 
relation to the deployment of liferafts. The 
report states: “The crew had some difficulty 
pulling them (liferafts) alongside”. This was due 
to the liferafts’ water ballast drogues whose 
purpose is to reduce the drift of a liferaft and 
give those abandoning their vessel a better 
chance of getting onboard the liferaft. 

Fishermen must be aware of this and the 
owners of the vessel contacted SFF shortly 
after the incident and asked for help in 
spreading the word. The SFF then contacted 
Seafish with brief explanation note on the 
issue.   Seafish, on understanding the need 
to improve the education experience of 
fishermen, have distributed the note to all of 
its training providers who teach sea survival 
to include it on the course.

The conclusion of the report highlights 
several areas for improvement, which would 
be expected from a very detailed report. 
However, it should never be forgotten that 
there was no fatalities or injuries in this 
incident, with the report clearly stating: “The 
abandonment was carried out successfully as 
a result of effective training, emergency drills 
and leadership”.

This must be the message going forward. The 
industry needs effective training that meets a 
demanding working environment and SFF is 
committed to engaging with the MCA and 
Seafish to make this happen.

SFF agrees with the MAIB 
that training works
By Derek Cardno, Marine Safety Officer

The recent news that some types 
of fish are being mislabelled or 
substituted and sold for other 
cheaper varieties underlines the 
need for consumers to demand 
more home-caught Scottish fish 
from retailers, restaurants and 
takeaway outlets.

Mislabelling of fish underlines the need to eat more 
home caught Scottish seafood

As SFF News went to press, it would 
seem that we are no nearer finding 
a resolution to the gross over-
fishing of mackerel and herring 
stocks by Iceland and the Faroes.

There have, however, been some 
positive developments. At a recent 
European Union Fish Council meeting 
in Brussels, the EC outlined a scheme 
to impose sanctions against the Faroes 
for its over-fishing of Atlanto-Scandian 
herring.

 Ian Gatt, chief executive of the 
Scottish Pelagic Fishermen’s Association 
(SPFA), said: “We welcome this first 
step towards delivering a sanctions 
measure against the Faroese for their 
over-fishing of herring, which hopefully 
will provide new impetus that will also 
help resolve the issue of their excessive 
catching of mackerel. We believe that 
any sanctions brought against Faroe 
for the over-fishing of the Atlanto-
Scandian herring stock should also apply 
to mackerel because they catch both 
species together in what is essentially a 
mixed fishery.”

Unfortunately, there has been no 
movement on imposing sanctions against 
Iceland and the Faroes on mackerel. 
However, the one piece of good news 
has been the decision by the Marine 
Conservation Society (MCS) to upgrade 
its ‘Fish to Eat’ rating for Scottish caught 
mackerel so as to differentiate it from 
mackerel caught by Iceland and the 
Faroes.

Scottish fishermen 
welcome upgrade by 
Marine Conservation 
Society of mackerel 
‘Fish to Eat’ listing

Consumers expect to get what they ask 
and pay for, and the inexcusable practice 
of substituting of some types of fish for 
others, which would seem to be happening 
in some instances much further down the 
supply chain, is something all fishermen are 
extremely concerned about.

We believe that every consumer should 

be asking for Scottish fish when making 
their seafood purchases as it is locally 
caught with low ‘food miles’, and is also 
fresh and sustainable. Scottish haddock, 
for example, displays the prestigious 
flagship Marine Stewardship Council 
certification as being sustainably caught 
by our fishermen. 


