








www.sff.co.uk10 www.sff.co.uk

It has long been recognised that responsible, successful fisheries 
policy and management requires sound scientific advice and 

data.  Perfect and complete knowledge is an unattainable goal 
but a realistic compromise requires all fisheries stakeholders to 
contribute what they can by way of information and support to 
meet the requirements of data gathering and research.

Such research will involve monitoring of the fish stocks 
for condition, size and distribution and observation of the 
marine habitat and wider ecosystem in which they live.  Data 
required will include those describing biological, oceanographic, 
meteorological and human activity, part of which will be the 
assessment of fishing methods used and the levels of effort 
applied. 

The value of such research is of particular importance when 
factors within the overall framework are likely to change in such 
a way as to influence the ecological balance of the fishery as a 
whole.  Climate change is an example of such a feature.

It is the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation view that such 
scientific study is an essential foundation for present and 
future sustainability of the fisheries in which it operates. It 
will cooperate and assist in the gathering of such scientific 
information, undertaking to:

• Participate in research and assessment programmes focussing 
on stock assessment, recruitment and fecundity of fish stocks.

• Participate in research and provide data to assess the levels of 
effort which are contributing to the exploitation of fisheries.

Scientific Support
• Conduct research to assess new fishing gears, and promote 
new fishing gears and practices which are consistent with 
sustainable fishing practices.

•  Assist, initiate and participate in research programmes which 
support a better understanding of the environment and its 
protection.

The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation takes pride in a close 
working relationship with Marine Scotland Science based at 
the Marine Laboratory, Aberdeen, and may undertake further 
studies through cooperation with government, management 
and scientific programmes, international scientific institutes or 
through its own initiative with other co-funding partners. In 2007 
the Scottish industry/science partnership project was launched 
and funded, to help promote closer co-operation between the 
industry and the scientific community.  The Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation is a founder member and staunch supporter.

In 2008 the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation through its 
subsidiary SFF Services Limited and in partnership with the 
Scottish Government started an independent observer scheme. 
The scheme employs four full time observers who help support 
the work of the Conservation Credits Steering group by 
collecting a range of fisheries data, take part in various selective 
gear trials and provide information on vessels using selective 
gear buy-backs. This resource is unique within Europe and shows 
the commitment that the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation has 
to improving the information needed to manage our fisheries
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Fisheries management aimed at sustainable harvesting will fail 
if the rules are not adhered to.  Stakeholder compliance with 

national and international management regimes is, therefore, a 
fundamental component of sustainability and is a central part of 
the sustainability policy of the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation.  
Recognising that the majority of fisheries are managed by TACs, 
quotas and effort control, the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation 
believes that such measures must be respected if the stocks are 
to remain healthy.

The monitoring of fishing activity is a self-evidently essential 
part of fisheries management.  The primary objectives of fishery 
monitoring programmes include:

• The collection of information on catch, by-catch, involvement 
of protected species, discards and wider environmental factors, 
all of which is used for management and stock assessment 
purposes.

• The monitoring of adherence by the industry to regulations 
governing fishing activity and enforcement of these.

• The monitoring of fishing activity and effort to attain the best 
possible understanding of the operation of each fishery.

Well defined at-sea observer programmes offer the means of 
gathering independent, cost-effective data.  These may be used to 
reduce conflicts between stakeholders, allay concerns regarding 
over-exploitation and to provide a better understanding of 
the operation of individual fisheries. Whatever their primary 
aims, observer programmes should lead to the development of 
management measures that encourage best fishing practice and 

Monitoring and Compliance
promote both stock and fishery sustainability. To this end the 
Scottish Fishermen’s Federation will continue to actively support 
their use as a means to provide assurance and data, and will 
work with industry, government and the scientific community to 
provide and facilitate such programmes when appropriate. 

Members will facilitate, cooperate and comply with monitoring 
programmes put in place including those working with fishermen 
from other nations utilising stocks in the North East Atlantic 
region. Scottish Fishermen’s Federation member vessels already 
have strong relationships in this field with Marine Scotland 
Science and the Sea Mammal Research Unit, St Andrews 
University. It is recognised that monitoring programmes help to 
provide evidence and demonstrate compliance of conservation, 
mitigation and technical measures in place for the management 
of fisheries. When appropriate the Federation will help establish, 
in consultation with relevant regulatory agencies, industry groups 
and other bodies, effective monitoring systems to record and 
evaluate adherence to sustainability principles and practices. 

In Scotland, vessels may only land to buyers who are 
registered under the compliance regulations laid down by the 
Scottish Government.  In this scheme the buyers are obliged 
to keep records and be open to inspection by Marine Scotland 
Compliance at any time. This, added to the existing regulations 
covering the catching sector, extends control across the whole 
supply chain.  The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation welcomes 
this as an essential development to ensure total and uniform 
compliance with all fisheries management regulations. It is 
however essential that there is parity within the EU and for all 
third countries.
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As consumers become more aware of sustainability issues 
surrounding the food that they buy the more they will 

demand that food comes from certified sustainable 
sources. The most recognised accreditation 
body is the Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC). The MSC is a charity which 
sets standards for sustainable fishing 
and seafood traceability. The MSC 
programme meets FAO guidelines 
that require assessments to be 
carried out by independent, 
third-party certifiers. 

The Scottish pelagic industry 
through the Scottish Pelagic 
Sustainabity Group (SPSG), 
which was formed in 2007 
to take forward a number of 
sustainability initiatives, has had 
three of its main fisheries, North 
Sea herring (July 2008) and Western 
mackerel (January 2009) and Atlanto 
Scandian herring (March 2010) certified 
sustainable by the MSC. 

The Scottish pelagic industry recognises the 
importance of fisheries being independently certified as 
sustainable which gives benefits to both the fish stocks and 
the industry. By having three of its main fisheries certified the 
Scottish pelagic industry is able to independently prove that its 
stocks are being fished sustainably.

Accreditation
Scottish pelagic fisheries are not the only ones to be going 

through the accreditation process. The Scottish Fisheries 
Sustainability Accreditation Group has two fisheries 

undergoing assessment, North Sea haddock and 
North Sea nephrops. 

Once certified the vast majority of 
Scottish fish by value and weight will 

be certified. 
There are other types of 
accreditation on offer to the 
fishing industry, one of the most 
popular is the Responsible 
Fishing Scheme which was set 
up by Seafish in 2006 to help 
raise standards in the catching 
sector. The scheme individually 
audits and assesses vessels, 

with certified vessels being 
recognised as having standards 

which reflect best practice in fishing 
operations, vessel safety and hygiene, 

crew competence and environmental 
interactions. All segments of the fleets are 

covered from pelagic to shellfish with around 125 
vessels in the Scottish fleet being certified.

The drive to achieve certification by the Scottish fishing fleets 
shows that the industry recognises the importance of fishing 
sustainably and the importance of being able to have its claims 
of sustainability independently certified. 
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The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation agrees with the 
principle that there should be Marine Protected Areas 

(MPAs) to protect valuable and rare areas and species such 
as lopelia coral beds. Working together with the likes of 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee (JNCC) who select and put 
forward sites is high on the list of priorities of the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Federation as it is vitally important that MPAs 
and SACs are sited in the most effective places.

If sites are not located correctly then our members can be 
in a position of loosing valuable fishing grounds while there 
is no conservation benefit for closing an area to fishing 
which is nowhere near the site of interest. 

The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation worked closely with 
JNCC during the first tranche of SAC consultations and 
were able to come to a compromise over several of the 
sites. This meant that both the conservation objectives of 
the site could be met whilst still allowing fishing to go on in 
the majority of the near by area.

The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation also worked closely 
with WWF when there was a proposal to protect coral on 

Marine Protected Areas

the west side of Rockall. Working together meant that the 
areas of coral were suitably protected whilst fishing grounds 
in the area where there was no coral remained open.

Working together helps to build trust between the fishing 
industry and the environmental community which both 
need to recognise each others place in the world and the 
Scottish Fishermen’s Federation is always willing to work 
with other parties to come up with the best and most 
workable solutions for everybody.

Working together helps to build trust between the fishing industry and the 
environmental community.
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The effect of fishing on the seabed

The Effects of Fishing on the Seabed are many and varied. On 
soft and sandy sediments, the effect on the seabed of fishing 

gear is minimal and any marks are often washed away within 
days. In areas such as the North Sea storms do far more damage 
to the seabed than fishing gear.

Many types of fishing, such as pelagic 
fishing, have minimal impact as the nets 
used have little or no contact with the 

sea bed, whilst other types of fishing have varying degrees 
of impact on the seabed. 

Fishing does not take place on every part of the seabed 
around our coast. It takes place in relatively concentrated 
areas which get fished, year on year by the industry. These 
same grounds have been fished ever since the fishing 
industry was in existence and still continue to produce the 
fish that our industry catches today. 

Many types of fishing 
have minimal impact 
as the nets used have 
little or no contact 
with the seabed.
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Conservation Credits

In 2008, Scotland embarked upon an new way of managing its 
fisheries within the context of the EU management regime. 

The UK government was allowed to pilot running days at sea 
through a kilowatt days scheme. Scotland as part of the UK 
chose to manage its fisheries in this way and in doing so was 
able to reward fishermen with extra effort for them engaging 
in extra conservation measures. 

A group was formed known as the Conservation Credits 
Steering Group (CCSG) made up of government, scientists, 
environmental NGOs and industry. This group, along with 
several sub groups which report back to the main CCSG, 
take decisions on the management of the Scottish fleet. 

Measures introduced by the CCSG include a programme 
of seasonal and real-time closed areas which help to protect 
aggregations of cod, various selective gear measures including 
the “Orkney trawl”, larger square mesh panels and larger 
mesh cod ends. As well as these measures, an observer 
programme managed by the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation 
in conjunction with the Scottish Government, comprising 
of four sea-going observers who provide 500 days worth of 
fisheries data per year which helps to support the work of 
Marine Scotland Science as well as the CCSG.  

The conservation credits scheme promotes the use of 
selective gears which if taken up by a vessel entitles the vessel 
to receive more days at sea. Vessels are also rewarded with 
extra effort if they fish in areas where it has been proven that 
there is no interaction with cod

Conservation Credits has been a great success as it has 
allowed industry to get more involved in the management 
of its fisheries. This has helped to promote sensible 
conservation measures which work for both the industry 
and the sustainability of our fish stocks.  

The conservation credits scheme promotes the use of selective gears



www.sff.co.uk16

Scottish Fishermen’s Federation
24 Rubislaw Terrace, Aberdeen, AB10 1XE

Tel: +44 (0)1224 646944    Fax: +44 (0)1224 647058    Email: sff@sff.co.uk

www.sff.co.uk


