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Voluntary Code of Conduct for Fishers Operating Along the Moray Firth Coastline
1.    Principle
1.1 The overriding principle of the public right to fish argues against the creation of exclusion zones to mitigate against the possibility of gear conflict unless there is no practical alternative

1.2 The public right to fish applies equally to both mobile and static gear sectors, it follows therefore that:-

1.2.1 Mobile gear operations should not intentionally interfere with static gear deployment.

1.2.2 Static Gear deployment should not intentionally interfere with mobile gear operations.

1.3 It is intended that neither sector will simply deploy their operations in order to hinder the others e.g.: pots will not be left unattended for any length of time in an area which might be of use to mobile gear, nor mobile gear deliberately towed through static gear.
1.4 It therefore follows that in areas where one of the sectors has no interest the other is free to fish.
1.5 This Code of Conduct is intended to cover those areas which are of interest to both sectors.

2.    Practicalities – Static Gear
2.1 As the static gear sector is normally to be found relatively close to its home ports, it has been agreed to set up a network of contacts from this sector across the area to liaise with local fishers and provide a list of those contacts to the Scallop and Squid sectors, for their use when planning to shift grounds.

2.2 It has also been agreed that these local areas will provide charts showing their usual fishing grounds along with as much detail  as possible  which will be distributed to the Scallop and Squid Sectors.

2.3 As best practice, it is expected that Static Gear will be clearly marked so as to comply with statutory requirements and aid safe navigation. Local contacts will advise visitors of areas where tides may drag buoys under, usual shooting direction of gear and how gear is normally marked.
2.4 When this information is available, a means of distribution will be arranged through SFF so that all the vessels which prosecute the Scallop fishery or the Squid fishery are aware of it and the Code of Conduct’s existence.

3. Practicalities – Mobile Gear
3.1 Skippers of Scallop or Squid vessels intending to fish the Moray Firth Coastline are expected to check that their operations do not immediately impinge on the static gear grounds from the information provided, as per para 2 .

3.2 If there is the possibility of this, skippers are expected to contact the appropriate contacts for the area they hope to fish, and using the charts provided give due consideration to Static Gear, (recognising that there may already be areas where these operations are already constrained to work on particular grounds), fishing patterns, weather and tides, negotiate the possibility of temporary access to the area.

4. Co-operation

4.1 As detailed herein, this Code of Conduct is intended to set out a framework where all the different sectors of the Fishing Industry can work together to minimise the negative effects of gear conflict and all users of the coastal area of the Moray Firth are expected to use all available means to communicate their fishing plans to each other, in a civil, open and honest manner.

4.2 Static gear men are asked to respect reasonable requests of Mobile Gear users to use the coastal zone temporarily, where possible negotiate to allow this ( accepting that this may not always be possible), acknowledging that Scallop grounds are well recognised, and Squid trawlers generally try and avoid towing too hard to the bottom.

4.3 Notwithstanding this, it is accepted that there will be the occasional mishap.  When a mobile gear Vessel does catch a static gear string, they are expected to treat this gear sensibly and, using the contacts supplied, endeavour to contact the owner and arrange return.  Failing this they are expected at least to inform the local SFPA office of the location of the gear, in order to facilitate its return.

4.4 In the event of conflict, either boats not reasonably negotiating access or mobile boats towing static gear away without notifying anyone, the complainant should in the first instance contact his association who will take his case to the other associations and attempt to resolve the problem.

4.5 If necessary the association concerned may request a meeting with the other sector and a facilitator from the SFPA in order to resolve the issue.
5. Future

5.1
As all concerned parties have agreed to this Code of Conduct, it is proposed that the document will be issued and publicised, followed up by a meeting in the autumn to consider whether the Code has been successful or needs revising.
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