











Conservation Credits

n 2008, Scotland embarked upon an new way of managing its

fisheries within the context of the EU management regime.
The UK government was allowed to pilot running days at sea
through a kilowatt days scheme. Scotland as part of the UK
chose to manage its fisheries in this way and in doing so was
able to reward fishermen with extra effort for them engaging
in extra conservation measures.

A group was formed known as the Conservation Credits
Steering Group (CCSG) made up of government, scientists,
environmental NGOs and industry. This group, along with
several sub groups which report back to the main CCSG,
take decisions on the management of the Scottish fleet.

Measures introduced by the CCSG include a programme
of seasonal and real-time closed areas which help to protect
aggregations of cod, various selective gear measures including
the “Orkney trawl”, larger square mesh panels and larger
mesh cod ends. As well as these measures, an observer
programme managed by the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation
in conjunction with the Scottish Government, comprising
of four sea-going observers who provide 500 days worth of
fisheries data per year which helps to support the work of
Marine Scotland Science as well as the CCSG.

The conservation credits scheme promotes the use of
selective gears which if taken up by a vessel entitles the vessel
to receive more days at sea.Vessels are also rewarded with
extra effort if they fish in areas where it has been proven that
there is no interaction with cod

Conservation Credits has been a great success as it has
allowed industry to get more involved in the management
of its fisheries. This has helped to promote sensible
conservation measures which work for both the industry
and the sustainability of our fish stocks.

The conservation credits scheme promotes the use of selective gears
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